ated discomfort of the infection call for prompt and effective treatment. It is, of course, important that the sexual partner be examined and treated for vaginal candidosis if this is found to be present.
A number of antibiotic preparations for the treatment of candidal balanitis are available, and one of the more recent additions is natamycin (Pimafucin) which, like other antifiugal antibiotics, such as amphotericin and nystatin, belongs to the polyene group. Natamycin is a tetraene substance, containing four conjugated double bonds.
Although its exact antifungal action is unknown, it acts like other members of the polyene group of antfungal antibiotics on the cell surface, causing a Received for publication August 8, 1974 loss of important plasmatic substances from the cell (York, 1966; Weissmann and Sessa, 1967) . Natamycin is not ordinarily absorbed from the gastrointestinal tract in humans, and no antifungal activity in serum could be demonstrated in eight patients after the daily oral intake of 125-500 mg. of natamycin (Lynch, Furcolow, Yates, Tosh, and Larsh, 1961) .
Natamycin is well tolerated by the skin and shows no sensitizing activity. Allergy tests in a group of 73 industrial workers with regular contact with natamycin over a period of 5 years failed to reveal any sensitization (Malten, 1968 Avoidance of sexual activity during the course of treatmnent is desirable but the patient does not always obey such advice. Appreciating this, we advise the patient to apply antifungal cream liberally to his penis before intercourse. We believe that this reduces the risk of re-infection.
Although candidal balanitis is not a serious infection, patients suffer a great deal of discomfort and mental anguish, so that swift and effective treatment is necessary.
Since the condition itself is one of intense irritation and discomfort, the avoidance of the use of any substance known to produce a sensitivity reaction is important, and the complete absence in this study of any side-effects at all brings the use of natamycin very much to the fore. Also, unlike some other 
